AFKAR Journal of Islamic & Religious Studies it
Volume 5, Issue 1, June 2021, PP: 187-202
E-ISSN 2616-8588; P-ISSN 2616-9223 :I
www.afkar.com.pk; hjrs.hec.gov.pk n

Scan for download

QL7 ¥ LT L a3 S el

Sanctity of Religious Reverents: An Analytical Study of Selected

Western and Muslim Countries Laws
Muhammad Irfan!, Tahir Saddique?*

Lecturer (Islamic Studies), Bacha Khan Medical College, Mardan, KPK, Pakistan

Assistant Professor, Department of Usool ud Din, International Islamic Universit, Islamabad, Pakistan

ARTICLE INFO

Article History:

Received 29 May 2021
Revised 20 June 2021
Accepted 20 June 2021
Online 30 July 2021

DOI:

Keywords:
Religious
Reverents,
Crimes,
Western
Countries,
Rights of non-
Muslims.

ABSTRACT

At present, in the Western world, laws regarding the sanctity of
religious holiness are seen as an obstacle to freedom of expression,
which is why many international organizations are seeking to
remove these laws from the earth. However, freedom of expression
does not necessarily mean that a state should leave its citizens like a
shattered flock of sheep to express whatever comes to their mind even
though it may cause bad blood among other citizens. In addition to
Islamic countries, many Western and European countries have laws
against blasphemy. Until now, many countries around the world
have laws that punish the offender with blasphemy or other religious
crimes such as apostasy are present. However, every country has its
own set of rules by which a criminal is punished after proper trials.
This article gives a brief overview on blasphemy laws, first in

Western countries and then in Islamic countries.
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"The law is clear: Every publication is said to be blasphemous which contains any
contemptuous, reviling, scurrilous or ludicrous matter relating to God, Jesus Christ,
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"Blasphemy (GK., 'speaking evil'). Impious or profane talk, especially against God;
and in many Western legal systems, the offence of reviling God or Jesus Christ or an
established church."
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“At common law, blasphemy is defined at the publication (orally or, for libel, in
writing) of matter which vilifies or is contemptuous of or which denies the truth of
the Christian religion or the Bible or the Book of Common Prayer and which is
couched in indecent...”10
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“Whoever willfully blasphemes the holy name of God by denying, cursing or
contumeliously reproaching God, his creation, government or final judging of the
world, or by cursing or contumeliously reproaching Jesus Christ or the Holy Ghost, or
by cursing or contumeliously reproaching or exposing to contempt and ridicule, the
holy word of God contained in the holy scriptures shall be punished by imprisonment
in jail for not more than one year or by a fine of not more than three hundred dollars,
and may also be bound to good behavior.” 16
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