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ABSTRACT

Zakat is very important in the economic system of Islam. One of the important
conditions for the obligation of zakat is that the person giving zakat should be adult, sane
and free. Upon these two conditions, there is considerable disagreement among the
eminent jurists. Briefly it can be summed up that there are basically three groups
regarding the necessity and non-necessity of giving Zakat of a wealthy Muslim child or
Lunatic. 1. Zakat will be required on the entire property of a wealthy Muslim child or
Lunatic. 2. Zakat will not be required on the entire property of a wealthy Muslim child
or Lunatic. 3. Zakat will be required on the partial property of a wealthy Muslim child
or Lunatic. This research basically describes the argquments of two groups, while the
arguments of the third group share the arguments of the first two groups. The finding of
this research is that the opinion based on the non-necessity of Zakat on the property of a
wealthy Muslim child or a Lunatic is more correct on these grounds. Firstly, zakat is an
act of worship and for the obligation of worship it is a condition to be adult and sensible.
Secondly, the hadith mentioned in this research clearly shows that Zakat should not be
levied on the property of the wealthy child. Thirdly, the demands imposed on the child
by the people will be paid because they are related to the rights of the people. Besides, the
payment of Ushr by the child and the Lunatic will be mandatory, because the arquments
of the Qur’an and Sunnah which make the payment of ‘Ushr obligation apply to all types
of land, even if it is the land of the child and the Lunatic.
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